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Hesburgh Library Renovation

by Richard Jones

Renovation (rén’-6-va’shiin), noun. The act or process of state of being
renewed or revived.
Innovation (in"-6-va’shiin), noun. The introduction of something new.

adopted as the watchwords for the Hesburgh Library renovation

project. They frame a portion of the library mural as the renovation
logo at the Libraries’ renovation website [http://www.nd.edu/~renovate/]
together with the motto: “Building Hesburgh Library for the Future.”

Neither of these is a new concept; the University and the library staff
have been devoted to “building...for the future” since the building was first
opened in 1963, and, indeed, from the beginning of the University. (A
summary history of the University Libraries of Notre Dame is at:
http://lib.nd.edu/aboutlib/history/timeline.shtml.) Almost from the first
moment after the Hesburgh (formerly Memorial) Library building was
occupied, changes were made in the manner in which the space was utilized,
reflecting changing needs of students, scholars and researchers, and of new
media and technologies. Despite its age, the building is in remarkably good
physical condition, especially compared to other buildings constructed at the
same time, and it has been amazingly flexible in accommodating the
changing needs of the University community. But, in fact, one can make ad
hoc changes and adaptations for only so long before any sense of coherence
in the arrangement of services or collections disappears, before any additional
changes would require other moves just to accommodate a possibly unrelated
service or collection, before patrons of the library become confused by the
organization. The Hesburgh Library has reached that point: “building for the
future” has become much more difficult than it needs to be.

The need for renovation of the building was first officially
recognized in the Post-Colloquy Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on
University Libraries (1994). In addition to calling for dramatic
improvements in library collections, services and staff, the teaching and
research faculty, University administrators and librarians who performed the
study and wrote the report identified renovation of the Hesburgh Library
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These two words and concepts -- renovation/innovation -- have been

Why Digital Archiving?

by Daniel K. Marmion

ouldn't it be wonderful if we could
watch as Homer kept his audience
enthralled with stories of Odysseus

and Hector, or if we could hear the child
prodigy Mozart entertaining at the Austrian
court? Who wouldn't be thrilled to observe
Patrick Henry addressing the Virginia
Provincial Convention in 1775, or Abraham
Lincoln speaking at Gettysburg in 18637
These things are not possible, of course,
because although we have a written record of
what transpired, there was no technology
capable of capturing the actual event and
preserving it for posterity.

Will future generations be able to
experience the joy of a Louis Armstrong
performance, the humanity of Dr. King's "I
Have a Dream" speech or the wonder of that
one giant leap for mankind? We were able to
capture those events, but can we preserve
them? Their analog "bodies" are extremely
fragile and tenuous, and the mere act of
making use of them damages them to some
extent. Fortunately, we can digitize them,
making seemingly exact replicas of the
original. In digital form, they are less
susceptible to the ravages of use and
deterioration. Once we have a digital copy of
something, we can always make another,
identical copy.

This is good, because not only does it
give us a way to preserve the past, it also
allows us to expand access to it. An example
continued on page 4
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